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November 17, 1846

An editorial in the Banner, dated November 10, 1921, entitled,
"Van Raalte's Arrival Seventy-five Years Ago, p. 692.
The editor writes about the date of the arrival of Van Raalte in
America on the ship, the Southerner. By careful research, he
affirms the date of November 17 as the date of arrival. G. J.
Diekema claimed it was October 2, 1846 and Gerrit Van Schelven
said it was November 4 that year. There has been confusion also
about the name of the ship. Hyma affirms the date of November 17
(p. 59).
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the right hand- of a king, it is considered
an unusual honor. To be a king's prime
minister is to occupy a position of the
highest honor, an honor such as falls to
but a few of the sons of men. What then
must it mean to sit at God's right hand,
who is greater than all the worlds besides,
before whom earthly kings are less than
an atom of dust. A blast from heaven and
they are laid low, and their voice which
once may have made nations tremble is
forever silent and -their hand that wielded
the scepter is cold and still. Christ is
seated at the right hand of Him who
dwells on high, the Creator and Sovereign
of the universe whom the angelic host honors and adores forever and ever. At His
right hand Christ is exalted, not Christ the
Son of God merely, but Christ the Savior,
the God-man, the same Savior who in human form walked the streets of Jerusalem
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and died on Calvary, and rose in Joseph's
garden and ascended from Mount Olivet!
To be clothed with honor and majesty
greater than that of angels or men! Once
.He was the object of ridicule and shame,
despised' by His enemies and deserted by
His friends. Once- His body lay in the silent grave, but now exalted above all the
world, clothed with honor, seated on the
throne of the universe.
I hope and pray that I and my loved
ones and we all may see something of His
glóry now in our heart and life, may see
- more of it when we lay aside this, our garment of flesh, and our spirit gazes upon
that unveiled glory and no mist shall dim
our vision—when we shall see as we are
seen and shall know as we are known! * * *
Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
The second thought which I have in inind
will be reserved for our next meditation.

EDITORIALS
VAN RAALTE'S ARRIVAL SEVENTYFIVE YEARS AGO
The November month of 1921 is of special significance to us who look to the Pilgrims of the West as our pioneers because
it marks the seventy-fifth anniversary of
the arrival of our "voortrekkers" in the
United States.
November 19, 1846, Hendrik Barendregt
and his Party first set foot upon American
soil at New Orleans, La. He was the leader
of a "Scholte" party soon on their way, via
St. Louis, to the "Pella", settlement. It had
taken Barendregt and his people forty-five
days of sailing from Rotterdam to the
Louisana port, around Scotland. The pioneers on their wa,. to the fertile prairies of
Iowa had met with a three days'storn1., but
when they landed safely in the New World,
they praised the Lord, "who has shown us
day by day that He is with us and out of
His abundant love has led and saved us,
and given us strength, even more than we
can expect." They reckoned with God,
these founders of our colonies and saw His
hand in what befell them on sea and on
land.
The Rev. H. P. Scholte disembarked on
our shores in the spring of 1847, traveling
by way of London and Liverpool to Boston,
Mass., arriving on the steamboat Sarah
Sand early in the month of May after a
journey of thirteen days.
The Rev. Van Raalte had preceded his
fellow-champion of the Secession and fellow-founder of our colonies in the middle
west. When did Van Raalte arrive, and on
what ship? Behold here a question which
has been debated quite often and hitherto
without definite conclusions. Dr. Dosker
in his life of Van Raalte informs us that
he set foot on the shores of the New World
on November 17. He tells us that tradition of the West mentions as the ship on
which he arrived The Southerner, but he
also informs us that the "Christian Intelligencer" of December 3, 18.46, speaks of
The Sultane as the boat which brought
our pioneer across. Evidently -he leaves
the name of the ship an open question.
Wormser in his life of Van Raalte also
mentions November 17 as the date of ar-

rival in New York, but does not mention
the name of the vessel. Dr:\,.G. Keizer in
"De Ster" of September 23, 1921, informs
us that the Van Raalte party left Rotterdam October 2, 1846, but gives neither date
of arrival here nor name of vessel. The
Hon. G. T. Diekema in the "Michigan History Magazine" of October, 1917, informs.'
his readers: "On the second day of. October, 1846, Rev. A. C. Van Raalte and his
followers, . numbering forty-seven, after a
stormy voyage of forty-seven days, landed
in - New York." But in the same number
of that magazine the Hon. G. -Van Schelven, than whom no one is better posted on
colonial affairs, claims that New York .harbor was reached November 4, 1846. He
also tells us that, "Amid pathetic and
Prayerful farewells on the fourteenth day
of September,. 1846, the American brig
Southerner, of Boston,: Captain Crosby
—the Mayflower ot te nineteenth century—weighed anchor in thè harbor of
Rotterdam." A similar statement is found
in "Slemorials of the Grand 'River Valley,"
.(p. 458), informing us, "After a voyage of
forty-seven days they arrived at New York
on the. fourth day of November, 1846."
Our readers will notice that there is
quite a diversity of. dates as well as uncertainty about the name of the vessel. All
agree, however, that it took forty-seven
days of sea voyage, and nearly all agree on
the fact that Southerner was the name
of the ship which brought Van Raalte's
party across. Since the editor of The Banner happens to be considerably interested
in the matter, he was not at rest about the
uncertainty involved. The thought occurred to him that New York journals of the
time might help him out. And through
the kind intervention of Mr. Ranck of the
Grand Rapids Public Library and Mr. Fox
of the New Yo'rk library we have received
information which we think settles the
matter in a satisfactory way. We are told:
"In the `New York Journal of Commerce'
of November 18, 1846, and in the 'New
York Herald' of the same date (both
morning papers). *under the heading of ship
, arrivals appears the following notice:
"'Bark Southerner, Crosby, from Rot-
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terdam, with merchandise to Schmidt and
Balchen.'
'Although these papers are dated the
18th., I think the ship arrived on the 17th,
notice being put in papers of the 18th. Papers went to press early in those days.
"In papers ,of November 2 and 3, 1846,
we find no mention of a ship Sultana or any
name similar to that.
"In the papers of November 5, 1846,
there is listed the arrival of the'ship Southerner, on the previous day, from Charleston—three days."
Mr. H. M. Lydenberg, Who signed the
above communication, -added: "It may be
that the ship Southerner which arrived on
November 4, 1846, was confused with the
ship of the same name arriving from Rotterdam November 17."
We are satisfied in our ()vim mind that
November 17, 1846, was the exact date of
Rev. Van Raalte's arrival in New York
-harbor, and that the ship's name was the
Southerner is to -our mind no longer a debatable question.
•
We are grateful to those who ,so kindly
assisted us in clearing up the matter.

CHURCH TRAMPING
A Muskegon Banner subscriber sent us
the following:
"Dear Editor:
"I notice that in the editorials many different subjectis are discussed, -.some of
much importance and some of less. And
now I have been brooding over a thing
which I would be pleased to have a little
more light on.. Thinking that possibly
the subject would be worthy of editorial
discussion, I am writing you. The subject
in question is this: Is it right for persons
to make a practice of-attending a different
.church from where their credentials are
- just because they are not satisfied with
their own pastor or are, as they say,. not
profited by his preaching?
"You will notice in this question I use
the word, 'practice.' I do not mean occasional visits to other churches, but making
it a habit to attend their own church only
on Sunday. mornings and visiting another
in the afterrioon and evening?
"I believe this condition prevails very
much, especially- in our 'city churches, and
I believe that it should not exist."
Our correspondent touches a subject
which has been often discussed.- In the
history of the churches of Scotland we find
references to "occasional hearing" as the
term is used by the Scotch, and repeatedly
it has been condemned by the church authorities of the land of hills and heaths.
In the Christian Reformed Church across
the sea the matter has also come up from
time to time. At the Synods of that
Church held in 1846, 1854 and 1857, as well
as at the one of 1866, it was discussed.
Among the synodical decisions of the
Christian Reformed -Synod published in
1872 we find: `When members without
good reason neglect public worship and
persist therein, notwithstanding the exhortations and rebukes of the consistory, their
membership lapses after a year."
The resolution we quoted really covers a
more flagrant case' of neglect of divine or."7»it.e4.4.! ;.,t11,:,ffrjr5

